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He was examing Amrrican policy with West Indians partly in the 
context of the establishment of the Caribbean Commission in 
Puerto Rico and of the experiment in industralisation that was 
beginning to be implemented in Puerto Rico by the party led by 
Munoz Marin. Eric Williams was at the Caribbean Commission. 
Lewis was keeping a keen eye on the rise of the Labour movement 
and its involvement in new political directions for the West 
Indies. 	Developments in St. Lucia since the end of the war and 
into the early fifties he would have been well kept abreast of, 
since two of his brothers, Allen and Victor, were becoming well 
involved in politics and the labour movement there. 

With the completion of the Moyne 	Commission report on the 
West Indian social and economic situation, the British government 
was evolving an economic policy for the Caribbean as it was for 
other colonies. Partially in disagreement with this, and 
especially their line of policy for Jamaica, Lewis published 
Industrial Development in the Caribbean in 1949. This article 
has become well-known among students in the West Indies. 	It 
spoke to the mode of economic development of Puerto Rico, the 
significance of foreign investment for development, the 
implications of the model for the English-speaking Caribbean. It 
came to be called by the new generation of West Indian economists 
in the 1960's Lewis' thesis of "industrialisation by invitation", 
and came in for much critical analysis and criticism by them. 

This criticism of course could not be divorced from their 
perception that by the second half of the 1950's, Lewis was in 
close consultation on policy with Norman Manley, whose PM' had 
come to power in Jamaica in 1955, and Eric Williams whose PNM had 
been elected in Trinidad in 1956. It led in the academic sphere 
in the West Indies, in my judgement at any rate, to an 
overemphasis on this limited part of Lewis' work and an under-
emphasis on his analysis of the motive forces of economic growth; 
his advice that development was more than economic, his study of 
the determinants of international trade and of its effects on 
Third World countries economic growth. Too little attention, in 
the West Indies and among West Indian academics came to be given 
to the fact that, his major work, The Theory of Economic Growth, 
had chapters entitled, The Will to Economise", "Economic Insti-
tutions",'Knowledge" "The Application of New Ideas", and "Govern-
ment", as he sought to locate the necessary non-economic, social, 
sociological and attitudinal components in economic growth and 
development. 

But we must pause here: To notice that Arthur Lewis who had gone 
to England at age 18, had in the midst of all this activity, 
ceased, shall we say in the social sense, to be a lone 
individual. In 1947 he married Gladys Jacobs, a Grenadian one of 
whose parents also came from Antigua. His allusions to her in 
various places suggest that she has been in all these years his 
strategic helpmate, in my own mind his chief organiser, as he 
moved from country to country, continent to continent, 
institution to institution. Her life long devotion to him, along 
with her strong-willed desire to ensure that things always went, 



always go, right, must have reinforced in Arthur Lewis his 
earlier conviction that those who believe in the superiority of 
men over women must indeed be crazy. 	They had two 
daughters, Elizabeth and Barbara who are with us today; and in 
the midst of this, Gladys found time to develop and pursue a 
career as a sculptor whose works are now exhibited. 

In the second half of the 1960's discussions about federation 
for the West Indies were increasing, and the idea that this could 
became a reality was gathering force. Arthur Lewis' convictions 
on this matter were well known and the actual onset of 
federation, 	in 1958, tantalised him into returning fully to the 
region, in 1959, first as Principal of the'University College and 
as Vice Chancellor of the fully autonomous University. He stayed 
for four years - to 1963: bitter-sweet years which saw the 
failure of the Federation and then the failure of activities, in 
which he was intensely engaged, to form an Eastern Caribbean 
Federation. His pamphlet The Agony of the Eight well records his 
sentiments and indeed his emotions on this issue. But those who 
seek to pursue this course for the West Indies would also serve 
themselves well in reading John Mordecai's The Federal  
Negotiations. Both men , servants of the federal experience of 
that time, cooperated to distill the appropriate lessons from the 
era. 

But 1959 - 1963 had its positive side. 	He oversaw the 
expansion of the University from a single to a multi-campus 
institution widening its doors, not without opposition, to large 
numbers of West Indian people. He wrote, for us, some important 
works on the relationship between education and economic 
development and structure. 

Arthur Lewis returned in 1963 to full time academic life as 
Professor of Economics and International Affairs at Princeton 
University. Therr he remained until his retirement in 1983. 	As 
indicated by some of the publications which I have noted, his 
output of academic work continued to flourish. He wrote too on 
the influence of politics and race on economic development. 
Increasingly he was the recipient of may honours and honorary 
degrees from institutions appreciative of his contributions. 	He 
was made Knight Bachelor in 1963, was a leading member of all the 
important academic societies of the Western World, and became 
President of the American Economic Association in,1983. He was 
widely honoured by the Third World's academic institutions and 
governments. 

He returned on a full time basis once again to the West 
Indies as President of the Caribbean Development Bank on its 
establishment. 	That a country like St.Lucia his, birth place, 
should now be such an extensive recipient of funds granted by or 
through the CDB is, in no small measure, due to the credibility 
which his tenure of office gave to that institution. That our own 
Community College is named after him, lends immense prestige to 
it and to us, and without a doubt facilitates our search for the 
means of its development. 



Arthur Lewis was an active man, in the intellectual and 
practical senses. He was a humane man, a man of wit, a man who 
believed that things, including the conduct of government should 
be done correctly, regardless of the criticism which so doing 
entailed. 

" Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime 
And departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the.sands of time," 

Arthur Lewis was one such great man - an intellectual 
colossus who put it all to the service of his people. 

We, his people - of his family, his country and this region 
will bask with pride in his reflected glory. 

Vaughan A Lewis 
23 June 1991 


